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Marital Promises in a Mixed Marriage

To be signed by the Non-Catholic Party:

I, the undersigned, not a member of the Catholic Church, wishing to contract marriage with _______________________, a member of the Catholic Church, and being of sound mind and perfectly free, and only after understanding fully the import of my action, do hereby enter into this mutual agreement, understanding that the execution of this agreement and the promises herein contained are made in contemplation of and in consideration for the consent, marriage and consequent change of status of the Catholic party, and I, hereby agree:

1. That I will not interfere in the least with the free exercise of the Catholic party’s religion.

2. That I will adhere to the doctrine of the sacred indissolubility of the marriage bond, so that I cannot contract a second marriage while my consort is still alive, even though a civil divorce may have been obtained.

3. That all the children of either sex that may be born of this union shall be baptised and educated solely in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church, even in the event of the death of my Catholic consort. In case of dispute, I furthermore hereby fully agree that the custody of all the children shall be given to such guardians as to assure the faithful execution of this covenant and promise.

4. That I shall lead a married life in conformity with the Laws of God and the teaching of the Catholic Church regarding birth control, realizing fully the attitude of the Catholic Church in this regard.

5. That no other marriage ceremony shall take place before or after this ceremony by the Catholic priest. 

In testimony of which agreement, I do hereby solemnly swear that I will observe the above agreement and faithfully execute these promises, and do now affix my signature in approval thereof.

Non-Catholic party (printed)

Non-Catholic party (signature)

Date

The Catholic Party now promises:

1. That I shall have all my children of either sex, that may be born of this union, baptised and educated solely in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church. I understand that in the case of my death, or in the event of a dispute, the custody of all the children shall be given to such guardians as to assure the faithful execution of this covenant and promises.

2. That I will practice my Catholic religion faithfully and will strive, especially by example, prayer and the frequentation of the Sacraments, to bring about the conversion of my consort.

3. That I will lead a married life in conformity with the Laws of God and the teaching of the Catholic Church regarding birth control, realizing fully the attitude of the Catholic Church in this regard.

4. That no other marriage ceremony shall take place before or after this ceremony by the Catholic priest. 

Catholic party (printed)

Catholic party (signature)

Date

Witnesses

We, the undersigned, hereby certify that we witnessed the signatures of the above parties in their presence, and in the presence of each other on this _______ day of ______________, _______ at __________________________________________.

1.





2.





Witnesses (printed)

Witnesses (signature)

Date

Statement of Priest

In my judgment the contracting parties appear sincere, and there seems to be no danger of perversion.

Priest (printed)

Priest (signature)

Date

To be signed in duplicate in the presence of the Parish Priest by the parties entering a mixed marriage and by two witnesses.  One copy goes to the priest and the second copy for the engaged couple.
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